THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

born in Wellington, South Africa, and has been serv-
ing with H. M. Stephen, referred to below, in No.
74 squadron, and so is M, T. St. J. Pattle, who was
born at Butterworth, Cape Province. Another South
African, A. G. Lewis, a Kimberley man, has had the
distinction of destroying six enemy aircraft on one
day, September 27. This feat has been rivalled by a
young English flying officer (born in India) in the
Western Desert; he destroyed six Fiat CR-42 fighters
in a quarter of an hour in December.
Irishmen in the Royal Air Force
It is a tragedy that no unit of the Eire Air Force
has been serving with ours in this war. One imagines
that many of its members would have longed to be in
the fight. Irishmen, however, are to be found in
plenty in the Royal Air Force. The first pilot to be
awarded the V.C. in the present war was D. E. Gar-
land, who was born in Co. Wicklow, and with T.
Gray as his air gunner led the Fairey Battles in their
great attack on the bridges over the Albert Canal in
May, Both Garland and Gray perished in this daring
raid. Another Irishman in the list of 'Aces' is John
Ignatius Kilmartin, who was born in Dundalk and
was described in the award to him of the Distin-
guished Flying Cross as *a magnificent leader',
The Sons of the Motherland
One might perhaps conclude from the particulars
set forth in the preceding pages that the Battle of
Britain has been waged in the air mainly by airmen
who came from countries other than Great Britain
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